INTRODUCTION
INDIAN culture is synthetic in character. It comprehends ideas
of different orders. It embraces in its orbit beliefs, customs,
rites, institutions, arts, religions and philosophies belonging to
strata of society in varying stages of development. It eternally
seeks to find a unity for the heterogeneous elements which make
up its totality. At worst its attempts end in a mechanical juxta-
position, at best they succeed in evolving an organic system.
The complexity of Indian life is ancient, because from the
dawn of history India has been the meeting place of conflicting
Civilisations. Through its north-western gates migrating hordes
'and conquering armies have poured down in unending
succession, bringing with them like the floods of the Nile much
destruction, but also valuable deposits which enriched the ancient
soil, out of which grew ever more fresh and ever more luxuriant
cultures.
These foreign impulses have played an important part in
India's history. As a matter of fact the process of its cultural
development may be envisaged as the blending of three strands
producing the characteristic pattern of their cycle.
There have always been two distinct strata of society in
India, the one higher and the other lower ; the first small ir*
numbers, but in possession of highly developed religions, social
ideas and institutions ; the second comprising the great mass*
of the people who occupy a humbler rung on the cultural ladder.
The first provides the intellectual and aristocratic and the second
the folk element in India's culture*
These two in their interactions have supplied two strands
of the pattern, while the third was provided by foreign influences
which in peaceful ways or by forcible means entered the
country and contributed their share in the perfection of ibe
design. The synthesis of the three and the evolution of neiw
cufeures were wrought along its own inherent lines by tine-
peculiar genius of the race, and age after age this proaess